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Regional Planning Council 
Functions and Programs 

 
March 4, 2011 

 
• Economic Development Districts:  Regional planning councils are designated as Economic 

Development Districts by the U. S. Economic Development Administration.  From January 2003 to 
August 2010, the U. S. Economic Development Administration invested $66 million in 60 projects in 
the State of Florida to create/retain 13,700 jobs and leverage $1 billion in private capital investment.  
Regional planning councils provide technical support to businesses and economic developers to 
promote regional job creation strategies. 

• Emergency Preparedness and Statewide Regional Evacuation:  Regional planning councils 
have special expertise in emergency planning and were the first in the nation to prepare a Statewide 
Regional Evacuation Study using a uniform report format and transportation evacuation modeling 
program.  Regional planning councils have been preparing regional evacuation plans since 1981.  
Products in addition to evacuation studies include Post Disaster Redevelopment Plans, Hazard 
Mitigation Plans, Continuity of Operations Plans and Business Disaster Planning Kits.   

• Local Emergency Planning:  Local Emergency Planning Committees are staffed by regional 
planning councils and provide a direct relationship between the State and local businesses.  Regional 
planning councils provide thousands of hours of training to local first responders annually.  Local 
businesses have developed a trusted working relationship with regional planning council staff. 

• Homeland Security:  Regional planning council staff is a source of low cost, high quality planning 
and training experts that support counties and State agencies when developing a training course or 
exercise.  Regional planning councils provide cost effective training to first responders, both public and 
private, in the areas of Hazardous Materials, Hazardous Waste, Incident Command, Disaster 
Response, Pre- and Post-Disaster Planning, Continuity of Operations and Governance.  Several 
regional planning councils house Regional Domestic Security Task Force planners. 

• Multipurpose Regional Organizations:  Regional planning councils are Florida’s only multipurpose 
regional entities that plan for and coordinate intergovernmental solutions on multi-jurisdictional issues, 
support regional economic development and provide assistance to local governments. 

• Problem Solving Forum:  Issues of major importance are often the subject of regional planning 
council-sponsored workshops.  Regional planning councils have convened regional summits and 
workshops on issues such as workforce housing, response to hurricanes, visioning and job creation.

• Implementation of Community Planning:  Regional planning councils develop and maintain 
Strategic Regional Policy Plans to guide growth and development focusing on economic development, 
emergency preparedness, transportation, affordable housing and resources of regional significance.  
In addition, regional planning councils provide coordination and review of various programs such as 
Local Government Comprehensive Plans, Developments of Regional Impact and Power Plant Ten-year 
Siting Plans.  Regional planning council reviewers have the local knowledge to conduct reviews 
efficiently and provide State agencies reliable local insight. 
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• Local Government Assistance:  Regional planning councils are also a significant source of cost 
effective, high quality planning experts for communities, providing technical assistance in areas such 
as:  grant writing, mapping, community planning, plan review, procurement, dispute resolution, 
economic development, marketing, statistical analysis, and information technology.  Several regional 
planning councils provide staff for transportation planning organizations, natural resource planning 
and emergency preparedness planning. 

• Return on Investment:  Every dollar invested by the State through annual appropriation in regional 
planning councils generates 11 dollars in local, federal and private direct investment to meet regional 
needs. 

• Quality Communities Generate Economic Development:  Businesses and individuals choose 
locations based on the quality of life they offer.  Regional planning councils help regions compete 
nationally and globally for investment and skilled personnel. 

• Multidisciplinary Viewpoint:  Regional planning councils provide a comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
view of issues and a forum to address regional issues cooperatively.  Potential impacts on the 
community from development activities are vetted to achieve win-win solutions as council members 
represent business, government and citizen interests. 

• Coordinators and Conveners:  Regional planning councils provide a forum for regional 
collaboration to solve problems and reduce costly inter-jurisdictional disputes. 

• Federal Consistency Review:  Regional planning councils provide required Federal Consistency 
Review, ensuring access to hundreds of millions of federal infrastructure and economic development 
investment dollars annually. 

• Economies of Scale:  Regional planning councils provide a cost-effective source of technical 
assistance to local governments, small businesses and non-profits. 

• Regional Approach:  Cost savings are realized in transportation, land use and infrastructure when 
addressed regionally.  A regional approach promotes vibrant economies while reducing unproductive 
competition among local communities. 

• Sustainable Communities:  Federal funding is targeted to regions that can demonstrate they have 
a strong framework for regional cooperation. 

• Economic Data and Analysis:  Regional planning councils are equipped with state of the art 
econometric software and have the ability to provide objective economic analysis on policy and 
investment decisions. 

• Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generators:  The Small Quantity Generator program ensures 
the proper handling and disposal of hazardous waste generated at the county level.  Often smaller 
counties cannot afford to maintain a program without imposing large fees on local businesses.  Many 
counties have lowered or eliminated fees, because regional planning council programs realize 
economies of scale, provide businesses a local contact regarding compliance questions and assistance 
and provide training and information regarding management of hazardous waste. 

• Regional Visioning and Strategic Planning:  Regional planning councils are conveners of regional 
visions that link economic development, infrastructure, environment, land use and transportation into 
long term investment plans.  Strategic planning for communities and organizations defines actions 
critical to successful change and resource investments. 

• Geographic Information Systems and Data Clearinghouse:  Regional planning councils are 
leaders in geographic information systems mapping and data support systems.  Many local 
governments rely on regional planning councils for these services. 
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SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
(SWFRPC) ACRONYMS 

 
 
ABM - Agency for Bay Management - Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management 

ADA - Application for Development Approval  

ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act  

AMDA -Application for Master Development Approval  

BEBR - Bureau of Economic Business and Research at the University of Florida  

BLID - Binding Letter of DRI Status  

BLIM - Binding Letter of Modification to a DRI with Vested Rights 

BLIVR -Binding Letter of Vested Rights Status 

BPCC -Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinating Committee 

CAC - Citizens Advisory Committee 

CAO - City/County Administrator Officers 

CDBG - Community Development Block Grant  

CDC - Certified Development Corporation (a.k.a. RDC) 

CEDS - Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (a.k.a. OEDP) 

CHNEP - Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program 

CTC -  Community Transportation Coordinator  

CTD -  Commission for the Transportation Disadvantaged  

CUTR - Center for Urban Transportation Research  

DEO - Department of Economic Opportunity 

DEP - Department of Environmental Protection 
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DO - Development Order 

DOPA - Designated Official Planning Agency (i.e. MPO, RPC, County, etc.) 

EDA - Economic Development Administration 

EDC - Economic Development Coalition 

EDD - Economic Development District  

EPA – Environmental Protection Agency 

FAC - Florida Association of Counties 

FACTS - Florida Association of CTCs  

FAR - Florida Administrative Register (formerly Florida Administrative Weekly) 

FCTS - Florida Coordinated Transportation System  

FDC&F -Florida Department of Children and Families (a.k.a. HRS) 

FDEA - Florida Department of Elder Affairs  

FDLES - Florida Department of Labor and Employment Security  

FDOT - Florida Department of Transportation 

FHREDI - Florida Heartland Rural Economic Development Initiative 

FIAM – Fiscal Impact Analysis Model  

FLC - Florida League of Cities 

FQD - Florida Quality Development  

FRCA -Florida Regional Planning Councils Association 

FTA - Florida Transit Association  

IC&R - Intergovernmental Coordination and Review  

IFAS - Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences at the University of Florida  

JLCB - Joint Local Coordinating Boards of Glades & Hendry Counties  
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JPA - Joint Participation Agreement  

JSA - Joint Service Area of Glades & Hendry Counties  

LCB - Local Coordinating Board for the Transportation Disadvantaged 

LEPC - Local Emergency Planning Committee 

MOA - Memorandum of Agreement  

MPO - Metropolitan Planning Organization 

MPOAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Advisory Council  

MPOCAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Citizens Advisory Committee 

MPOTAC - Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Advisory Committee  

NADO – National Association of Development Organizations 

NARC -National Association of Regional Councils 

NOPC -Notice of Proposed Change  

OEDP - Overall Economic Development Program  

PDA - Preliminary Development Agreement  

REMI – Regional Economic Modeling Incorporated 

RFB - Request for Bids  

RFI – Request for Invitation 

RFP - Request for Proposals  

RPC - Regional Planning Council 

SHIP - State Housing Initiatives Partnership  

SRPP – Strategic Regional Policy Plan 

TAC - Technical Advisory Committee 

TDC - Transportation Disadvantaged Commission (a.k.a. CTD) 
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TDPN - Transportation Disadvantaged Planners Network 

TDSP - Transportation Disadvantaged Service Plan  

USDA - US Department of Agriculture  

WMD - Water Management District (SFWMD and SWFWMD) 
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MINUTES OF THE 
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

MAY 16, 2019 MEETING 
 
The meeting of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council was held on May 16, 2019 at 
the offices of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council–1400 Colonial Boulevard, Suite 
#1 in Fort Myers, Florida. Chair Perry called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. Commissioner 
Shaw then gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Ms. Margaret Wuerstle 
conducted the roll call and announced that a quorum was present. 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
 
Charlotte County: Commissioner Joe Tiseo, Councilman Gary Wein, Mr. Don McCormick, 

Commissioner Ken Doherty 
 

Collier County: Commissioner Bill McDaniel 
 
Glades County: Commissioner Donna Storter-Long, Mr. Thomas Perry, Commissioner 

Donald Strenth 
 
Hendry County: Commissioner Julie Wilkins 
 
Lee County: Commissioner Frank Mann, Councilman Fred Burson, Vice-Mayor Ray 

Murphy 
 
Sarasota County: Commissioner Willie Shaw,  

 
Ex-Officio:  Mr. Dennis Ragosta– SWFWMD 
 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
 
Charlotte County: Ms. Suzanne Graham  
 
Collier County: Councilman Reg Buxton, Commissioner Penny Taylor 
 
Glades County: None. 
 
Hendry County: Vice-Mayor Michael Atkinson, Commissioner Emma Byrd, Mr. Mel Karau, 

Commissioner Mitchell Wills  
 
Lee County:   Commissioner Cecil Pendergrass, Councilman Greg DeWitt 
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Sarasota County: Commissioner Charles Hines, Commissioner Michael Moran, 
Councilmember Mitzie Fielder 

 
Ex-Officio:  Mr. Wayne Gaither, FDOT, Mr. Jon Iglehart–FDEP,  

Mr. Phil Flood–SFWMD 
 

AGENDA ITEM #4 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
There were no public comments. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #5 
AGENDA 

 
There were no changes made to the agenda. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #6 
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 18, 2019 MEETING 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Storter-Long to approve the minutes as presented. This 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Shaw and passed unanimously.  
 

AGENDA ITEM #7 
CONSENT AGENDA 

 
AGENDA ITEM #7(a) 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION AND REVIEW 
 
Mr. Perry explained that the request was for Lee County Transit and the replacement of three 
busses that have met the use of their life. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Perry and seconded by Commissioner Shaw to accept the Consent 
Agenda as presented. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #8 
PRESENTATIONS 

 
AGENDA ITEM #8(a) 

SEPTIC TO SEWER PRESENTATION: PENDING 
 

There were no presentations at this meeting. Mr. James Beever stated that a speaker from the 
City of Cape Coral will be available to put together a presentation for a future meeting date. 
Commissioner McDaniel asked for clarification on what the presentation will be discussing, if it 
will be septic to sewer or water quality circumstances like red tide/blue green algae. Chair Perry 
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specified that we will be looking at the septic conversion. Commissioner McDaniel shared that at 
the most recent Collier County Commissioner Meeting, Commissioner Taylor had invited two 
scientists, one from the Seminole Tribe and one from the Miccosukee Tribe to talk about water 
flows and what has happened historically form the tribes’ perspective and it was quite 
informational. There was also a scientist from the University of Florida that talked specifically 
about the origin of red tide and blue green algae, also a very informational discussion. 
Commissioner McDaniel suggested that when looking at septic to sewer we should consider the 
origin of the issues and relate it to what we are doing as an RPC, because the information is so 
wide and varied and that could have led to why there was trouble securing a speaker for the 
meeting. Mr. Beever clarified that there was trouble securing a speaker because of the short 
notice and scheduling conflicts. 
 
Commissioner Wein stated that the discussions should be segregated because septic to sewer is 
one level that has potential contribution, but it also depends on geography. Commissioner 
Wilkins agreed. Mr. Beever stated that he is capable of doing a presentation on blue green algae 
& red tide. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 
AGENDA ITEM #9(a) 

2019-20 RPC MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Ms. Wuerstle presented a revised meeting schedule. She explained that here will be a meeting 
next month in June to discuss the audit and budget, but there will not be a July or August 
meeting. Meetings will resume in September with transportation as the proposed topic. The 
September meeting will occur one week earlier than normal (Sept 12). There will be no meeting 
in October, but there will be one in November and January. Topics of each meeting to be 
determined. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Wilkins and seconded by Commissioner Mann to 
approve the new meeting schedule. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9(b) 
BIOSOLIDS RESOLUTION 

 
Mr. Beever gave a recap on the biosolids resolution, he stated that the resolution focuses on 
the reduction of land application of human waste biosolids, meaning that the biosolids would 
be used in different ways, as useful nutrients or alternative fuel for example. The resolution 
also says that the State of Florida will establish a public projects program for funding local 
entities such as local governments, to implement new state of the art wastewater treatment 
technologies to improve recovery and afford more efficient use of human wastewater biosolids 
resources. Mr. Beever informed the Council that Collier County supports the aspirational goals 
of the resolution. Commissioner Storter-Long mentioned a resolution from Glades County 
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about 15 years ago known as the “sludge ordinance,” that ships out the wastewater from 
Glades with restrictions on what can be done with wastewater. Mr. Beever said that there are 
state and local government rules on how these things should be done. 
 
Commissioner Doherty brought up that this issue is a point of considerable discussion with the 
Florida Association of Counties (FAC) at its policy conference last November. The FAC decided 
to set up a water policy committee, and the biosolids issue is something that will be looked at 
by the FAC with representation from all the counties. He also shared that there will be the FAC 
annual conference June 12-14th, and they will be looking at this issue so that it is better 
understood before actions are made, and he recommended that the RPC does the same. Mr. 
McCormick asked Commissioner Doherty if he feels that actions will be able to be taken 
following the FAC’s meeting and Commissioner Doherty said no, this will be an ongoing 
discussion because the policy committee has a lot on their plate so it will take some time. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Doherty and seconded by Commissioner Wilkins to 
table this topic until June, following the water policy committee meeting. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9(c) 
SALE OF COMPANY VEHICLE 

 
Ms. Wuerstle requested approval to sell the company vehicle, as it is not being used and has 
not been used in a long time. It is valued somewhere between two and five thousand dollars 
and the insurance on it is astronomical. Considering the budget situation for this year, it would 
be a good idea to save money where possible and sell the 2010 Chevrolet Malibu Hybrid. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner McDaniel and seconded by Commissioner Shaw to sell 
the company vehicle. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9(d) 
FRCA APRIL 2019 REPORT 

 
This item was for informational purposes only. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #9(e) 
PROMISE ZONE UPDATE 

 
Ms. Wuerstle shared that the RPC submitted a Rural Economic Development Innovation (REDI) 
application for technical support to develop an actionable plan for the Promise Zone. She stated 
that the RPC will be informed sometime in July on whether we will be granted that technical 
assistance. Ms. Wuerstle explained that bonus points are no longer being given for Promise 
Zone applications. The nation’s Promise Zones are working together to get those points 
restored.  
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AGENDA ITEM #9(f) 
GRANT ACTIVITY SHEET (INFORMATION ONLY) 

 
This item was for informational purposes only. Currently, the RPC has about $1.5 million out in 
pending grants. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #10 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
AGENDA ITEM #10(a) 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 
Ms. Wuerstle stated that approval is needed for the January 2019 through April 2019 Financials. 
The budget and workplan was approved with a $369,000 hole. Currently, the RPC April report 
shows that there still is a $125,000 hole. She does not feel optimistic about closing that hole, 
but there was a legislative appropriation for $1.2 million for the RPC’s to obtain funding for the 
evacuation study update and the SWFRPC will get about $25,000 although there is not a 
definite date of when it will be received. Ms. Wuerstle discussed the cutbacks the RPC has 
made including cutting a position and no longer paying dues to FRCA. The lease for the office 
space isn’t up until November 2020, so we cannot move to a smaller office space until then, 
also Mr. Beever has agreed to go down to a four-day work week for the rest of this fiscal year to 
help conserve funds. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Shaw and seconded Mr. McCormick to accept the 
financial reports. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #10(b) 
ESTERO BAY AGENCY ON BAY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
Mr. James Beever summarized the events of the May 13, 2019 ABM meeting, there was a 
presentation by a developer building a community on a commercial fishing area on Estero Bay. 
This will be a community where people are going into assisted living gradually, there will be a 
building for each stage that individuals may be in. These will be high rises on Estero Bay and in 
order to meet their flood requirements they will have to significantly elevate the land surface 
into podiums (platforms) and all utilities will be on top of the buildings rather than on the 
ground. Commissioner Mann questioned what the ABM Committee does, Mr. Beever clarified 
that the ABM is an advisory group that is a committee of the RPC where ideas are exchanged, 
and advice is given. 
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AGENDA ITEM #10(c) 
QUALITY OF LIFE & SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
Commissioner Shaw brought attention to the VISTA Volunteers, Michael Bennett and Tia 
Herman, and their supervisor Katelyn Kubasik. Mr. Bennett announced that they have created a 
regional taskforce on opioid prevention, with Commissioner Shaw as the Chair and their first 
meeting will be on Thursday, May 30, 2019 at 2:00pm at the SWFRPC. The meeting will include 
county officials and organizations from all six of the counties in the SWFL region. Commissioner 
Shaw went on to discuss a meeting that took place that involved grandparents who are now 
raising their grandchildren because the parents are battling addiction. These grandparents were 
seeking funding because they are now the caregivers for these children with opioid addicted 
parents, they are also seeking support groups. Mr. Bennett shared that later today himself, Ms. 
Herman, and Ms. Kubasik will be attending a taskforce meeting that concerns babies who are 
born addicted to opiates because their mothers used during pregnancy. 
 
Commissioner Burson asked what the opioid epidemic and opioid studies have to do with the 
RPC. Commissioner Shaw stated that the opioid epidemic is most definitely a quality of life issue 
when it is impacting everyone in our counties, their families, their property values and so on. 
Commissioner Burson said that from his perspective that may be one of the reasons that the 
RPC is struggling with funding, because the focus is on projects that he feels don’t concern 
planning and are irrelevant to the mission of the RPC. Commissioner Shaw again stated that the 
RPC focuses on quality of life and the issue is most certainly not irrelevant to our six counties 
that seem to be focusing on how to stop the epidemic. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #10(d) 
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

 
Ms. Wuerstle stated that they are still trying to schedule a meeting for the regional 
transportation committee.  

 
AGENDA ITEM #10(e) 

COUNCIL RELEVANCY & RESTRUCTURING COMMITTEE 
 

Chair Perry announced that there is a meeting for the Council Relevancy & Restructuring 
Committee following this council meeting and he would like the county commissioners who are 
present to stay ad attend that meeting. Vice-Mayor Ray Murphy, who is attending his first RPC 
meeting, asked what will be discussed at the meeting. Chair Perry specified that the meeting 
will discuss what the RPC’s primary focus is according to state statutes. Commissioner McDaniel 
asked who is invited to the relevancy meeting and Chair Perry specified that everyone is invited, 
however, he would like all the commissioners to attend. 
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AGENDA ITEM #10(f) 
WATER QUALITY & WATER RESOURCES MANAGEMENT 

 
There were no updates on this agenda item. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #11 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
Mr. Ragosta shared a legislative update that the governor of Florida has given a total of $680 
million allocated to environmental and water quality issues. To help mitigate issues of red tide 
and water quality in the future for our district. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #12 
STATE AGENCIES COMMENTS/REPORTS 

 
There were no comments at this time. 

 
AGENDA ITEM #13 

COUNCIL LEGAL CONSULTANT’S COMMENTS 
 

There were no comments at this time. 
 

AGENDA ITEM #14 
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM #15 
ADJOURN 

 
The next meeting will be on June 20, 2019. The meeting adjourned at 9:59 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
____________________________________________ 
Commissioner Donna Storter-Long, Secretary 
 
The meeting was duly advertised in the April 4, 2019 issue of the FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE 
REGISTER, Volume 45, Number 66. 
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Consent Agenda Summary 

 
Agenda Item #7(a) - Intergovernmental Coordination and Review 

The attached report summarizes the project notifications received from various governmental and non-

governmental agencies seeking federal assistance or permits for the period beginning May 7, 2019 and 

ending May 31, 2019. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION:  Approval of the administrative action on Clearinghouse Review items 
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Project Review and Coordination Regional Clearinghouse Review 
 
The attached report summarizes the project notifications received from various governmental and non-
governmental agencies seeking federal assistance or permits for the period beginning May 7, 2019 and 
ending May 31, 2019. 
 
The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council reviews various proposals, Notifications of 
Intent, Preapplications, permit applications, and Environmental Impact Statements for compliance with 
regional goals, objectives, and policies of the Regional Comprehensive Policy Plan. The staff reviews such 
items in accordance with the Florida Intergovernmental Coordination and Review Process (Chapter 29I-
5, F.A.C.) and adopted regional clearinghouse procedures. 
 
Council staff reviews projects under the following four designations: 
 

Less Than Regionally Significant and Consistent - no further review of the project can be 
expected from Council. 

 
Less Than Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Council does not find the project to be of 
regional importance but notes certain concerns as part of its continued monitoring for 
cumulative impacts within the noted goal areas. 

 
Regionally Significant and Consistent - Project is of regional importance and appears to be 
consistent with Regional goals, objectives and policies. 

 
Regionally Significant and Inconsistent - Project is of regional importance and appears not to be 
consistent with Regional goals, objectives, and policies. Council will oppose the project as 
submitted but is willing to participate in any efforts to modify the project to mitigate the 
concerns. 

 
The report includes the SWFRPC number, the applicant name, project description, location, funding or 
permitting agency, and the amount of federal funding, when applicable. It also includes the comments 
provided by staff to the applicant and to the FDEP-State Clearinghouse in Tallahassee. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval of the administrative action on Clearinghouse Review items. 
 

06/19 



SWFRPC # Contact Agency Location Project Description
Funding 

Agent

Council 

Comment

2019-05
Cateria 

Love
Lee County Transit Lee County

Replace 3 buses that have met useful life 

($1,500,000)
DOT-FTA

Regionally 

Significant & 

Consistent

2019-06
Cateria 

Love
Lee County Transit Lee County

Replace fixed route buses, ADA / Paratransit 

vans, staff vehicles, maintenance and 

planning ($6,461,989)

DOT-FTA

Regionally 

Significant & 

Consistent

2019-07
Cateria 

Love
Lee County Transit Lee County

Replace ADA / paratransit van that has met 

useful life ($673,013)
DOT-FTA

Regionally 

Significant & 

Consistent

ICR Council 2019
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• The proposed Increment XXIX area encompasses 236.74± acres and includes the planned

residential development on Parcel 6B, located west of Honore Avenue and south of the

intersection of SR 681 and Honore Avenue.

• DiVosta Homes is proposing a 500-unit single-family residential development consisting of

attached and detached units on a 228.83± acre portion of Palmer Ranch Parcel 6B. The

balance of the Increment includes a 2.91± County-owned stormwater facility parcel, and a

5±-acre telecommunication tower proposed site.

• The residential development includes lakes/littoral areas, buffer/other open space and

preservation/restoration areas. The overall density will be 2.16 units per acre with 65.3% of

the site preserved as open space (See Attachment II and III, Development Plans).

• The development can be served by existing urban services and facilities including water,

sewer, solid waste, police, fire, and health care.

DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR 

PALMER RANCH INCREMENT XXIX 



• Residential construction is anticipated to commence in 2021 with buildout expected by the

end of 2028, subject to market conditions.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR INCREMENT XXIX

Land Use

• The planned single-family residential development is consistent with the Sarasota County 

Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map, which designates this parcel as Moderate 

Density Residential. 

Native Habitat Protection/Vegetation and Wildlife

• Parcel 6B is currently undeveloped and has been used for the agricultural purpose of 

grazing cattle (see Attachment IV Aerial and Attachment V Native Habitat Preservation 

Alteration & Mitigation Plan). 









• The project design includes 104.89 acres of developed areas, 57.87 acres of wetland

preservation, 44.01 acres of buffers/other open space and 29.97 acres of lakes/littoral

areas.

• The project proposes impacts to portions of eight wetlands and the other surface

water/borrow pit totaling 2.5 acres. These impacts are due to required entrance access to

the property and site geometry constraints.

• Approximately 3.5 acres of wetland creation mitigation would be required to offset the

modeled loss. Map F-2 (Attachment V) illustrates locations for potential wetland

mitigation areas.

• No listed plant species, significant plant communities or County-regulated upland

habitats are present within the project site.

• It is anticipated that wetland-dependent species, such as listed wading birds and

American alligators, will benefit from habitat enhancement and management to occur in

post-development wetlands.







Water Quality and Drainage

• This increment lies within both the Little Sarasota Bay and Dona Bay Watersheds.

• The Surface Water Management Plan proposes to provide treatment, attenuation and

floodplain compensation from the developable portions of Parcel 6B using multiple

stormwater lakes located at strategic locations.

• The proposed stormwater system is required to provide treatment for the first one inch of

rainfall for the development area. Although SWFWMD no longer requires littoral zones in

stormwater lakes, Sarasota County still requires littoral zones of 30% of the minimum lake

area required for treatment.

• It is the intent of the proposed stormwater management system to maintain existing

drainage patterns of the two watersheds and to not have adverse offsite impacts downstream

of the site.



Transportation

• The impacts of Parcel 6B were accounted for in the Palmer Ranch 2014 Transportation

Re-Analysis (Resolution No. 2015-147). Similar to previous Transportation Reanalysis,

the 2014 Transportation Re-Analysis demonstrates that the roads included in the Master

Development Order provide a benefit greater than the impact of the approved Palmer

Ranch land uses at buildout.

• The development proposes two full access points: one to Honore Avenue and one to SR

681. The proposed access point to SR 681 is consistent with “Full Median Opening #2”

shown in the adopted FDOT/Sarasota County’s SR 681 Access Management Plan (AMP).

• Because the 2014 Transportation Re-Analysis accounted for 1,752 single-family detached

units, 100,000 square feet of office, and 150,000 square feet of retail, and it demonstrated

that the construction of roadways through the DRI will outweigh the transportation

impacts of the Palmer Ranch DRI, no off-site transportation improvements are required as

part of this project.



Urban Services

• This development can be served by existing urban services and facilities including water,

sewer, solid waste, police, fire, and health care required to be addressed under this Increment.

• Development is required to connect to Sarasota County Public Utilities water, wastewater and

reclaimed water systems in accordance with current County rules and regulations.

• The development is responsible for providing all on-site and off-site infrastructure that will be

needed to serve the project.

RECOMMENDED INCREMENT XXIX DEVELOPMENT ORDER CONDITONS

A. GENERAL

1. The Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX development shall occur in substantial accordance

with the Palmer Ranch Master Development Order and Incremental Development Order

Conditions.



2. All references made in the following Conditions for Development Approval

pertaining to “Applicant”, shall also include any successors in interest of areas

covered under this Development Order.

3. Access to the Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX project site by Sarasota County

government agents and employees shall be granted for the purpose of monitoring the

implementation of the Development Order.

4. Pursuant to Chapter 380.06(5), Florida Statutes, the Applicant may be subject to

credit for contributions, construction, expansion, or acquisition of public facilities, if

the Applicant is also subject by local ordinances to impact fees or exactions to meet

the same needs. The local government and the Applicant may enter into a capital

contribution front-ending agreement to reimburse the Applicant for voluntary

contributions in excess of the fair share.



B. LAND USE

1. All development shall occur in substantial accordance with the Master Development

Plan date stamped February 22, 2019, and attached hereto as Exhibit B (Attachment

II). This does not imply or confer any deviations from applicable zoning or land

development regulations.

C. NATIVE HABITAT PROTECTION/VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE

1. The wetlands and associated upland vegetative buffers shall be maintained in

accordance with management guidelines contained within the Comprehensive Plan as

a preserve and labeled a preserve on all plans as shown on Map F-2 Exhibit C

(Attachment V). All activities including but not limited to filling, excavating, well

drilling, altering vegetation (including trimming of both trees and understory) and

storing of materials shall be prohibited within preservation areas, unless written

approval is first obtained from Environmental Permitting. Exception may be granted

by Environmental Permitting to facilitate implementation of approved habitat

management plans or the hand removal of nuisance/invasive vegetation.



2. A resource management plan that maintains the functions and values of the on-site

preservation areas and is consistent with the Guiding Principles of the Comprehensive

Plan and the Environmental Technical Manual shall be submitted to Environmental

Protection Division with preliminary or site and development plans.

D. WATER QUALITY AND DRAINAGE

1. The Master Surface Water Management Plan shall be consistent with the South Creek

(Little Sarasota Bay Watershed) and Cowpen Slough (Dona Bay Watershed) Basin Master

Plans.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning

Council recommends Conditional Approval for the Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX DRI to be

further conditioned on a finding of Consistency with the Local Government Comprehensive

Plan by the Sarasota County Board of County Commissioners.
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DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
FOR PALMER RANCH INCREMENT XXIX  

BACKGROUND 

The Palmer Ranch Master Development of Regional Impact (DRI) is an approved 7,002-acre 
master planned development generally located west of I-75, south of Clark Road, east of US 41, 
and north of Bay Street in Sarasota County.  Sarasota County originally approved the Palmer 
Ranch DRI on December 18, 1984 (Resolution No. 84-418) and amended and restated the DRI 
under Resolution No. 91-170, and again under Ordinance No. 2015-010.  The Palmer Ranch DRI 
is approved for 1,450,000 square feet of commercial/office uses, 550,000 square feet of industrial 
uses (Palmer Park of Commerce), and 14,200 residential units.  The Application for Master 
Development Order (AMDO) review process requires that Applications for Incremental 
Development Approval (AIDA) be submitted to approve specific land uses. To date 643,178 
square feet of commercial, 164,002 square feet of industrial, and 12,968 residential dwelling units 
have been approved for construction in 28 Increments (see Attachment I).   

The proposed Increment XXIX area encompasses 236.74± acres and includes the planned 
residential development on Parcel 6B, located west of Honore Avenue and south of the 
intersection of SR 681 and Honore Avenue. The applicant, DiVosta Homes is proposing a 
500-unit single-family residential development consisting of attached and detached units on a 
228.83± acre portion of Palmer Ranch Parcel 6B. The balance of the Increment includes a 
2.91± County-owned stormwater facility parcel, and a proposed 5±-acre telecommunication 
tower site.  The county parcel is located southeast of SR 681 and west of Honore Avenue, and a 
5± acre parcel portion of Parcel 6C, located west of Honore Avenue (see Attachment I).  Primary 
access to the development is from Honore Avenue, with a second access from SR 681 as well as 
the potential internal access to Parcel 6A, adjacent to the south. The residential development 
includes lakes/littoral areas, buffer/other open space and preservation/restoration areas.  The 
overall density will be 2.16 units per acre with 65.3% of the site preserved as open space (See 
Attachment II and III, Development Plans).  

Parcel 6B is currently undeveloped and has been used for the agricultural purpose of grazing cattle 
(see Attachment IV Aerial and Attachment V Native Habitat Preservation Alteration & Mitigation 
Plan).  The planned single-family residential development is consistent with the Sarasota County 
Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map, which designates this parcel as Moderate Density 
Residential. The development can be served by existing urban services and facilities including 
water, sewer, solid waste, police, fire, and health care.  Residential construction is anticipated to 
commence in 2021 with buildout expected by the end of 2028, subject to market conditions. 

IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

The Council staff usually provides a detailed assessment of all the regional and local issues within 
Appendix I and II of a DRI Assessment Report. However, because Sarasota County has received 
Limited DRI Certification under 380.065 F.S., Administrative Rule 28-10 and a "Memorandum of 
Understanding Regarding Sarasota County's Limited DRI Certification Program" between the 
Sarasota County and the SWFRPC signed on April 4, 1989, the Sarasota County staff assessment 
is approved by SWFRPC staff as the recommended SWFRPC Staff Assessment. No additional 
analysis and recommendations are being added to the regional issues by SWFRPC. 

The regional recommendations below for the "Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX DRI Assessment" 
have been prepared by Sarasota County Planning staff and the Southwest Florida Regional 
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Planning Council staff as required by Chapter 380.06, Florida Statutes. A determination by 
Sarasota County and the applicant has been made not to reiterate word for word the applicable 
MDO conditions that applied to Increment XXIX but to reference within the Increment XXIX 
development order the applicable MDO conditions. The DRI assessment is largely based on 
information supplied in the AIDA and the Sarasota County Staff Assessment. Additional 
information was obtained by consulting official plans, and by reviewing reports related to specific 
issues in the impact assessment.  Sarasota County's staff assessment and recommendations were 
integrated into various elements of the regional recommendations. The Southwest Florida Water 
Management District reviewed Water-related elements with no specific recommendations for the 
DO. A Florida Department of Transportation review letter was provided and is addressed in the 
transportation section below.  

Regarding consistency with the Regional Policy Plan Council staff has reviewed the Increment 
relative to the regional plan DRI review list and normally the plan consistency checklist is provided 
in this section. However, since the Regional Policy Plan checklist for the SWFRPC adopted Palmer 
Ranch Increment XXIII Assessment Report would be the same, in an effort to reduce paper work, 
refer to the Increment XXIII Assessment Report.  Staff finds that without appropriate mitigation 
actions and conditions the project could have a net negative impact on the regional resources and 
infrastructure. The regional recommendations presented within this assessment are intended to 
neutralize the negative and questionable impacts. 

The Council's staff assessment for Increment XXIX only contains regional issues. The 
recommendations for these issues are formal conditions to be included by the local government in 
any Development Order that has jurisdiction within a particular county. 

The findings of this evaluation and the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council's 
recommendations are not intended to foreclose or abridge the legal responsibility of local 
government to act pursuant to applicable local laws and ordinances. Copies of any "Incremental 
Development Order" (an order granting, denying, or granting with conditions an Application of 
Development Approval) issued with regard to the proposed development should be transmitted to 
the Southwest Florida Regional Planning Council and the Florida Department of Economic 
Opportunity.  

Application for Incremental Development Approval 

The proposed Increment XXIX area encompasses 236.74± acres and includes the planned 
residential development on Parcel 6B, located west of Honore Avenue and south of the intersection 
of SR 681 and Honore Avenue. The applicant, DiVosta Homes is proposing a 500-unit 
single-family residential development consisting of attached and detached units on a 228.83± acre 
portion of Palmer Ranch Parcel 6B. The balance of the Increment includes a 2.91± 
County-owned stormwater facility parcel, and a proposed 5±-acre telecommunication tower 
site.  The county parcel is located southeast of SR 681 and west of Honore Avenue, and a 5± 
acre parcel portion of Parcel 6C, located west of Honore Avenue (see Attachment I).  Primary 
access to the development is from Honore Avenue, with a second access from SR 681 as well as 
the potential internal access to Parcel 6A, adjacent to the south. The residential development 
includes lakes/littoral areas, buffer/other open space and preservation/restoration areas.  The 
overall density will be 2.16 units per acre with 65.3% of the site preserved as open space (See 
Attachment II and III, Development Plans). 

Land Use 

The planned single-family residential development is consistent with the Sarasota County 
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Comprehensive Plan and Future Land Use Map, which designates this parcel as Moderate Density 
Residential (between 2 and less than 5 dwelling units per acre).  Future Land Use Policy 1.2.14 permits 
Medium and High Density Residential development “… within Developments of Regional Impact, 
where such residential development may be approved as part of a Planned District (PD), and where 
such residential development may be approved as part of a Planned Unit Development (PUD), in 
accordance with the Sarasota County Zoning Regulations.” As such, the requested RSF-1/PUD zone 
district is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. The subject parcel is centrally located within the 
County, with public infrastructure and access to services, is compatible with surrounding development, 
and adequate levels of service have been demonstrated. 

Native Habitat Protection/Vegetation and Wildlife 

The Parcel 6B is characterized by improved pasture, on which cattle are grazed, and a number of 
wet prairies and freshwater marshes.  The project design includes 104.89 acres of developed areas, 
57.87 acres of wetland preservation, 44.01 acres of buffers/other open space and 29.97 acres of 
lakes/littoral areas. The proposed project impacts portions of eight wetlands and the other surface 
water/borrow pit totaling 2.5 acres.  It is anticipated that approximately 3.5 acres of wetland 
creation mitigation would be required to offset the modeled loss. Map F-2 (Attachment V) 
illustrates locations for potential wetland mitigation areas. Wetland enhancement throughout the 
project will also target the eradication of nuisance and exotic plant species, such as Brazilian 
pepper, cattail, and melaleuca. According to county staff, wetland impacts within Parcel 6B are 
due to required entrance access to the property and site geometry constraints. All areas proposed 
from impact are currently poor-quality wetland areas. The final acreage and configuration of each 
alteration area will be refined during detailed project design and regulatory agency review and 
approval during the local, state, and federal wetland permitting processes.   

No impacts to Sarasota County-regulated upland habitats will occur from development of the 
project as no County-regulated upland habitats occur on the project. No listed plant species or 
significant plant communities are present within the project site.  It is anticipated that 
wetland-dependent species, such as listed wading birds and American alligators, will benefit 
from habitat enhancement and management to occur in post-development wetlands.  No Gopher 
Tortoises were observed on the site.      

A principle of the environmental design and permitting of the Palmer Ranch DRI has been the 
creation of a Resource Management Plan (RMP) for each Palmer Ranch Increment. The RMP for 
Increment XXIX addresses the perpetual management of Preservation and Conservation Areas on 
the subject project consistent with Sarasota County requirements outlined in Article 9, Section 
124-176 of the Unified Development Code (UDC). The RMP also describes the entities 
responsible for implementing the plan, and the habitat management and maintenance practices to 
be implemented in each of the Preservation and Conservation Areas.

Water Quality and Stormwater 

Approximately 75% of the site is located in the South Creek Drainage Basin (Little Sarasota Bay 
Watershed) and the remaining 25% of the site is located in the Cowpen Slough Drainage Basin 
(Dona Bay Watershed). The Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX Surface Water Management Plan 
proposes to provide treatment, attenuation and floodplain compensation from the developable 
portions of Parcel 6B through the use of multiple stormwater lakes located at strategic locations. 
The proposed storm water system is required to provide treatment for the first one inch of rainfall 
for the development area. Although SWFWMD no longer requires littoral zones in stormwater 
lakes, Sarasota County still requires littoral zones of 30% of the minimum lake area required for 
treatment. However, the littoral zones can be provided along the perimeter of the proposed 
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stormwater systems. It is the intent of the proposed stormwater management system to maintain 
existing drainage patterns of the two watersheds and to not have adverse offsite impacts 
downstream of the site. 
   
Transportation  
 
Transportation impacts on Palmer Ranch are analyzed on a Ranch-wide basis every five-year 
consistent with the MDO and 2014 Transportation Reanalysis reflecting the current transportation 
reanalysis. The purpose of this study is to assess system-wide impacts created by the Palmer Ranch 
Development and to establish the timing of the construction of certain County thoroughfares 
identified in the MDO through Palmer Ranch.  The impacts of Parcel 6B were accounted for in the 
Palmer Ranch 2014 Transportation Re-Analysis (Resolution No. 2015-147). The development 
intensity assumed in the Palmer Ranch 2014 Transportation Re-Analysis for the entire South 660 
was 1,752 single-family detached units, 100,000 square feet of office, and 150,000 square feet of 
retail. The 500 single-family detached units are within and significantly less than the development 
intensity approved. The 2014 Transportation Reanalysis demonstrated that apart from the 
extension of Bay Street from Pine Ranch East Road to Honore Avenue, no additional off-site 
capacity improvements were needed. 
 
A Florida Department of Transportation review letter was provided to the applicant to coordinate 
a full access onto State Road 681 and encourages the use of multimodal transportation alternatives. 
Also, because the site encompassing Parcel 6B is near the Legacy Trail (Sarasota to Venice Rail 
Trail), FDOT encourages the applicant to coordinate with Sarasota County and FDOT to ensure 
sufficient multimodal facilities are in place to provide safe access to the regional trail system. 
Finally, FDOT notes that there are currently no transit facilities in place to serve the proposed 
residential neighborhoods associated with this DRI. As this portion of the County continues to 
grow, FDOT encourages Sarasota County and the applicant to coordinate with Sarasota County 
Area Transit (SCAT) to assess the demand for transit connections. FDOT supports this type of 
collaboration, as enhanced multi-modal facilities help with the reduction of automobile 
dependency on the local and regional roadway network. These comments have been acknowledged 
by the applicant. The Legacy Trail connection in Increment 28 will have to be approved by the 
County and will be interconnected to Increment 29 by sidewalks.   
 
Urban Services 
 
This development can be served by existing urban services and facilities including water, sewer, solid 
waste, police, fire, and health care required to be addressed under this Increment. Specific provisions 
for service are approved under their respective sections of the AIDA and subsequent permitting, as 
required. Development is required to connect to Sarasota County Public Utilities water, wastewater 
and reclaimed water systems in accordance with current County rules and regulations. The 
development is responsible for providing all on-site and off-site infrastructure that will be needed to 
serve the project. 
 
Recommended Increment XXIX Development Order Conditions 
 
A. GENERAL 
 
1. The Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX development shall occur in substantial accordance with 

the Palmer Ranch Master Development Order and Incremental Development Order Conditions. 
 
2. All references made in the following Conditions for Development Approval pertaining to 

“Applicant”, shall also include any successors in interest of areas covered under this 
Development Order. 
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3. Access to the Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX project site by Sarasota County government 

agents and employees shall be granted for the purpose of monitoring the implementation of the 
Development Order. 

 
4. Pursuant to Chapter 380.06(5), Florida Statutes, the Applicant may be subject to credit for 

contributions, construction, expansion, or acquisition of public facilities, if the Applicant is 
also subject by local ordinances to impact fees or exactions to meet the same needs.  The local 
government and the Applicant may enter into a capital contribution front-ending agreement to 
reimburse the Applicant for voluntary contributions in excess of the fair share. 

 
B. LAND USE 
 
1. All development shall occur in substantial accordance with the Master Development Plan 

date stamped February 22, 2019 and attached hereto as Exhibit B (Attachment II).  This 
does not imply or confer any deviations from applicable zoning or land development 
regulations. 

 
C. NATIVE HABITAT PROTECTION/VEGETATION AND WILDLIFE 
 
1. The wetlands and associated upland vegetative buffers shall be maintained in accordance 

with management guidelines contained within the Comprehensive Plan as a preserve and 
labeled a preserve on all plans as shown on Map F-2, attached hereto as Exhibit “C” 
(Attachment V).  All activities including but not limited to filling, excavating, well drilling, 
altering vegetation (including trimming of both trees and understory) and storing of 
materials shall be prohibited within preservation areas, unless written approval is first 
obtained from Environmental Permitting.  Exception may be granted by Environmental 
Permitting to facilitate implementation of approved habitat management plans or the hand 
removal of nuisance/invasive vegetation. 

 
2. A resource management plan that maintains the functions and values of the on-site 

preservation areas and is consistent with the Guiding Principles of the Comprehensive Plan 
and the Environmental Technical Manual shall be submitted to Environmental Protection 
Division with preliminary or site and development plans. 

 
D. WATER QUALITY AND DRAINAGE 
 
1. The Master Surface Water Management Plan shall be consistent with the South Creek 

(Little Sarasota Bay Watershed) and Cowpen Slough (Dona Bay Watershed) Basin Master 
Plans. 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: The staff of the Southwest Florida Regional Planning 
Council recommends Conditional Approval for the Palmer Ranch Increment XXIX DRI to be further 
conditioned on a finding of Consistency with the Local Government Comprehensive Plan by the Sarasota 
County Board of County Commissioners. 
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Proposed Master Development Plan 
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2507 Callaway Road, Suite 200  Tallahassee, FL 32303  850.487.1426 
 

 
MONTHLY ACTIVITY REPORT:  May 2019 

 
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT/CAPACITY BUILDING and OUTREACH  

• Organized and distributed the April 2019 Florida Regional Councils Association (FRCA) 
Newsletter, FRCA Forward.  Continued to update the FRCA Facebook page. 

• Updated the email lists for newly elected local officials and maintain the email listserv 
for approximately 2,400 individuals who receive FRCA Forward. 

• Continued to work with the Florida Association of Counties to maintain and enhance the 
FRCA website:  www.flregionalcouncils.org. 

• To enhance partnerships and strengthen the relationship between regional planning 
councils and their state and federal partners, participated in or attended the following 
meetings and shared information: 

o Quarterly Florida Resilient Coastline Forum 
• Facilitated the Disaster Recovery Coordinator Conference Call with the Economic 

Development Administration, May 22nd  
• Updated the second and third quarter reports for the Department of Economic 

Opportunity on economic activities in each regional planning council area. 
 
ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT 

• Prepared for the June Executive Directors Advisory Council and Partners Meetings. 
• Distributed the final 2019 Legislative bill tracking report. 
• Coordinated FRCA participation with the following upcoming annual conferences: 

o Florida Association of Counties, June 11 – 14th  
o Florida League of Cities, August 15 – 17th 
o American Planning Association, Florida Chapter, September 10 – 13th 

• Distributed grant opportunities and information of interest from local, state and 
national organizations. 
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Type Awarded Job ID Funding Agency Project 

Manager

Project Name App Due 

Date

Date 

Submitted

Date 

Awarded / 

Denied

Date 

Contract 

Signed

Project Total RPC Amt Start Date End Date Status Total Match 

Amt-RPC

Grant Pending DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Jim Beever Updating the 2009 

Comprehensive SWFL / 

Charlotte Harbor Climate 

Change Vulnerability 

Assessment

5/7/2019 $40,075.00 $40,075.00 1/1/2020 5/29/2020 Submitted $0.00

Grant Pending DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Katelyn 

Kubasik

SWFL Opioid Resource Guide 5/7/2019 $40,007.00 $40,007.00 12/1/2019 5/31/2020 Submitted $0.00

Grant Pending Charles M. and Mary D. 

Grant Foundation

Katelyn 

Kubasik

SWFL Harm Reduction: Take-

Home Naloxone Project

4/30/2019 $38,000.00 $10,000.00 Submitted $0.00

Grant Pending SAMHSA - Substance Abuse 

and Mental Health Services 

Administration

Katelyn 

Kubasik

Building Resilient Kids 3/29/2019 3/27/2019 $1,453,315.00 $197,815.00 9/30/2019 9/29/2024 Submitted $0.00

Grant Yes USDA - US Dept. of 

Agriculture

Margaret 

Wueratle

Promise Zone Economic 

Development Plan Technical 

Assistance

4/5/2019 4/4/2019 $0.00 $0.00 Submitted $0.00

Grant Yes 3305 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Food Safety Plans for SWFL 

Small-Midsized Growers

5/7/2018 5/4/2018 9/7/2018 $30,000.00 $30,000.00 In Progress

Grant Yes 3424 EDA - US Economic 

Development 

Administration

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Regional Sustainability 

Implementation Study for 

SWFL Small to Mid-Sized 

Farms

5/8/2018 8/9/2018 8/13/2018 $258,182.00 $61,545.00 In Progress $51,637.00

Grant Yes 3680 EPA - US Environmental 

Protection Agency

C.J. Kammerer Brownfields Assesment 11/16/2017 11/16/2017 4/25/2018 $600,000.00 $40,000.00 10/1/2018 9/30/2021 In Progress

Grant Yes 3205 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

C.J. Kammerer FY18-19 HMEP Agreement $62,164.00 $2,889.20 10/1/2018 9/30/2019 In Progress

Grant Yes 4007 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

C.J. Kammerer FHERO 2018 RDG Grant 9/11/2018 9/17/2018 $82,300.00 $6,000.00 9/17/2018 9/17/2019 In Progress

Grant Yes 3723 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Margaret 

Wuerstle

FY18-19 Collier_Lee Hazard 

Analysis

7/31/2018 8/27/2018 $19,615.00 $19,615.00 9/1/2018 5/15/2019 In Progress

Grant Yes 3180 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

C.J. Kammerer FY18-19 LEPC Agreement 8/14/2018 $80,000.00 $80,000.00 7/1/2018 6/30/2019 In Progress

Grant Yes 3422 EDA - US Economic 

Development 

Administration

Sean McCabe SWFL Disaster Recovery 

Coordinator

10/31/2017 $250,000.00 $200,000.00 1/1/2018 12/31/2019 In Progress $50,000.00

Contract Yes 4101 Glades County Tim Walker Glades County SQG 2017-2022 6/6/2017 $22,500.00 $22,500.00 6/6/2017 6/6/2022 In Progress

Grant Yes 3420 EDA - US Economic 

Development 

Administration

C.J. Kammerer FY17-19 EDA Planning Grant 1/1/2017 $300,000.00 $210,000.00 1/1/2017 12/31/2019 In Progress $90,000.00

Grant Yes 3900 USDA - US Dept. of 

Agriculture

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Rural Promise Zone 

Designation

5/1/2016 $0.00 $0.00 In Progress

Grant Yes 3676 EPA - US Environmental 

Protection Agency

Jim Beever Master Wetland Mitigation 

Strategy

11/3/2016 11/3/2016 $220,000.00 $220,000.00 10/1/2016 12/31/2018 Completed $10,000.00

Grant Yes 3204 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

C.J. Kammerer FY17-18 HMEP Agreement 10/1/2017 $65,161.00 $65,161.00 10/1/2017 9/30/2018 Completed

Contract Yes 4212 City of Bonita Springs Jim Beever City of Bonita Springs Flood 

Reduction Project

10/4/2017 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 10/4/2017 12/31/2017 Completed

Grant Yes DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Regional Strategy for 

Agriculture Sustainability

6/30/2017 8/17/2017 $30,000.00 $30,000.00 Completed

Grant Yes 3178 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Sean McCabe FY17-18 LEPC Agreement 7/1/2017 7/18/2017 $80,000.00 $80,000.00 7/1/2017 6/30/2018 Completed

Grant Yes 3722 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Tim Walker FY17-18 Collier_Lee Hazard 

Analysis

7/19/2017 9/13/2017 $20,844.00 $20,844.00 7/1/2017 6/30/2018 Completed

Grant Yes 4005 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

C.J. Kammerer 2017 FHERO RDG Grant 2/16/2017 $79,744.00 $6,000.00 4/30/2018 Completed

Contract Yes 3730 SFRPC C.J. Kammerer Train the Trainers $10,000.00 $10,000.00 1/1/2016 3/31/2017 Completed



Type Awarded Job ID Funding Agency Project 

Manager

Project Name App Due 

Date

Date 

Submitted

Date 

Awarded / 

Denied

Date 

Contract 

Signed

Project Total RPC Amt Start Date End Date Status Total Match 

Amt-RPC

Contract Yes 4211 Sarasota County Jim Beever Sarasota Climate Change 

Adaptation Plan

$20,000.00 $20,000.00 10/1/2016 5/30/2017 Completed

Yes 4210 City of Cape Coral Jim Beever Cape Coral Climate Change 

Resiliency Stragegy

$15,000.00 $15,000.00 6/30/2017 Completed

Yes 3304 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

DEO - Labelle Tourism 

Marketing

$20,000.00 $20,000.00 1/1/2017 5/30/2017 Completed

Grant Yes 3203 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY16-17 HMEP Grant 10/1/2016 10/1/2016 10/1/2016 10/1/2016 $60,349.00 $60,349.00 10/1/2016 12/31/2017 Completed

Contract Yes 4004 Hendry County Margaret 

Wuerstle

Clewiston RGBD Grant TA $3,000.00 $3,000.00 Completed

Contract Yes 4006 USDA - US Dept. of 

Agriculture

Margaret 

Wuerstle

City of Clewiston - Utilities 

Relocation -- Grant Writing 

Services

9/8/2017 9/13/2017 8/10/2017 8/10/2017 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 8/10/2017 9/13/2017 Completed

Contract Yes 3525-

12

Glades County Tim Walker Glades County Small Quantity 

Generators (SQG)

5/17/2012 $3,900.00 $3,900.00 5/17/2012 5/16/2017 Completed $0.00

Grant Yes 3414 EDA - US Economic 

Development 

Administration

Margaret 

Wuerstle

EDA Planning Grant 1/22/2013 12/18/2013 4/18/2014 4/21/14 $270,000.00 $189,000.00 1/1/2014 12/31/2016 Completed $81,000.00

Grant Yes 3177 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY16-17 LEPC Agreement 6/30/2016 4/6/2016 7/1/2016 $59,000.00 $59,000.00 7/1/2016 6/30/2017 Completed $0.00

Grant Yes 3399 CTD - FL Commission for 

the Transportation 

Disadvantaged

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY16-17 TD Planning 

Agreement

5/19/2016 7/1/2016 $38,575.00 $38,575.00 7/1/2016 6/30/2017 Completed $0.00

Contract Yes 3721 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Tim Walker Collier County Hazard Analysis 

- FY16-17

$8,054.00 $8,054.00 7/1/2016 6/30/2017 Completed $0.00

Grant Yes 3302 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

DEO - City of Fort Myers - MLK 

Corridor

5/31/2015 5/1/2015 11/17/2015 $30,000.00 $30,000.00 1/1/2016 7/30/2016 Completed

Contract Yes 3534 City of Bonita Springs Jim Beever City of Bonita Springs - Spring 

Creek Restoration Plan

7/1/2014 7/1/2014 8/11/2014 8/11/2014 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 8/11/2014 Completed

Contract Yes 3201 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY15-16 HMEP Planning 9/28/2015 9/28/2015 9/28/2015 9/28/2015 $15,500.00 $15,500.00 10/1/2015 9/30/2016 Completed

Grant Yes 3419 Charlotte County Margaret 

Wuerstle

DEO - Charlotte County 3/30/2016 3/30/2016 $500.00 $500.00 Completed

Contract Yes 3170 DOE - US Dept. of Energy Rebekah Harp Solar Ready II 3/22/2013 7/18/2013 $140,000.00 $90,000.00 7/1/2013 1/1/2016 Completed $50,000.00

Grant Yes 3673 EPA - US Environmental 

Protection Agency

Jim Beever A Unified Conservation 

Easement Mapping and 

Database for the State of 

4/15/2013 4/8/2013 6/3/2013 $294,496.00 $148,996.00 10/1/2013 9/30/2015 Completed $145,500.00

Contract Yes 3674 EPA/CHNEP - Charlotte 

Harbor National Estuary 

Program

Jim Beever Mangrove Loss Project 4/4/2014 4/4/2014 12/19/2014 $243,324.00 $60,000.00 12/1/2014 9/30/2016 Completed

Grant Yes 3397 CTD - FL Commission for 

the Transportation 

Disadvantaged

Nichole 

Gwinnett

Glades-Hendry TD Planning 

Agreement FY2014-15

5/16/2014 $38,573.00 $38,573.00 7/1/2014 6/30/2015 Completed $0.00

Grant Yes 3725 Visit Florida Tim Walker OUR CREATIVE ECONOMY 

Marketing

2/9/2015 2/9/2015 6/25/2015 6/26/2015 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 7/1/2015 6/15/2016 Completed $2,500.00

Grant Yes 3164 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY14-15 HMEP Planning 2/4/2015 $22,000.00 $22,000.00 10/1/2014 9/30/2015 Completed $0.00

Grant Yes 3675 EPA - US Environmental 

Protection Agency

Jim Beever Developing a Method to Use 

Ecosystem Services to 

Quantify Wetland Restoration 

5/15/2015 5/5/2015 9/29/2015 9/29/2015 $234,071.00 $174,071.00 10/1/2015 9/30/2016 Completed $60,000.00

Grant Yes 3171 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY15-16 LEPC Agreement 6/30/2015 5/15/2015 6/11/2015 6/11/2015 $48,000.00 $48,000.00 7/1/2015 6/30/2016 Completed $0.00

Grant Yes 3398 CTD - FL Commission for 

the Transportation 

Disadvantaged

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY15-16 Glades-Hendry TD 

Agreement

6/30/2015 6/1/2015 7/1/2015 7/1/2015 $38,573.00 $38,753.00 7/1/2015 6/30/2016 Completed $0.00
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Grant Yes 3202 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY14-15 HMEP Planning Grant 

Modification

9/11/2015 $50,000.00 $50,000.00 10/1/2015 12/15/2015 Completed $0.00

Contract Yes 3173 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Nichole 

Gwinnett

FY15-16 HMEP Training 

Contract

10/1/2015 9/30/2015 9/28/2015 9/28/2015 $58,422.00 $58,422.00 10/1/2015 9/30/2016 Completed $0.00

Contract Yes 3418 Collier County Rebekah Harp Marketing & Data Research $1,200.00 $1,200.00 12/4/2015 1/29/2016 Completed

Grant Yes 3176 DOE - US Dept. of Energy Rebekah Harp NARC - SM3 - 2016 Data 

Surveys

2/11/2016 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 2/1/2016 3/31/2016 Completed

PO Yes 3005 Collier County Margaret 

Wuerstle

Collier County EDC - USDA 

Grant Application

3/15/2016 3/22/2016 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 3/23/2016 3/31/2016 Completed

Grant Yes 3301 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Clewiston Mainstreet 

Revitalization

12/8/2015 $30,000.00 $30,000.00 12/14/2015 6/30/2016 Completed

Grant Yes 3303 DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

DEO - MPO Rail Study $39,000.00 10/7/2015 5/31/2016 Completed

PO Yes 4002 NEFRC - Northeast Florida 

Regional Council

Tim Walker 2016 SRESP Update $14,200.00 $14,200.00 4/28/2016 7/19/2016 Completed

PO Yes 4003 Rural Neighborhoods Tim Walker Rural Neighborhoods Mapping $750.00 $750.00 6/1/2016 6/30/2016 Completed

Contract Yes 3720 DEM - FL Div. of Emergency 

Management

Tim Walker Collier Hazard Analysis FY15-

16

$9,693.00 $9,693.00 7/1/2015 6/30/2016 Completed

Contract Yes 3520 TBRPC - Tampa Bay 

Regional Planning Council

Rebekah Harp 2016 Disaster Planning Guide $4,000.00 $4,000.00 2/1/2016 4/30/2016 Completed

PO Yes 3006 SWFEC - Southwest Florida 

Enterprise Center

Margaret 

Wuerstle

SWFEC PRIME - Grant 

Application/Technical 

Assistance

$5,000.00 $5,000.00 5/1/2016 5/30/2016 Completed

Contract Yes 3004 NARC - National Association 

of Regional Councils

Rebekah Harp MARC Travel SRII $379.58 $379.58 10/1/2015 5/31/2016 Completed

PO Yes 4001 Collier County Margaret 

Wuerstle

Collier County EDA TA $5,000.00 $5,000.00 4/18/2016 5/30/2016 Completed

Contract Yes 6200 FDEP - FL Dept. of 

Environmental Protection

Margaret 

Wuerstle

2016 Brownfields Event $6,887.61 $6,887.61 4/1/2016 10/30/2016 Completed

Contract No FDEP - FL Dept. of 

Environmental Protection

Jim Beever Ecosystem Services- Aquatic 

Preserves Valuation

5/1/2018 $90,000.00 $90,000.00 Denied

Grant No EPA - US Environmental 

Protection Agency

Jim Beever WPDG- CHNEP Wetland 

Connectivity

5/8/2018 $204,120.00 $145,246.00 Denied

Grant No DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Tim Walker Storm Surge Evac Routes & 

Shelters Interactive GIS Web 

Map

5/7/2018 5/4/2018 9/7/2018 $35,000.00 $35,000.00 Denied

Grant No DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Affordable Housing Directory 

of Resources

5/7/2018 5/1/2018 9/7/2018 $40,000.00 $40,000.00 Denied

Grant No DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

SWFL Opioid Resource Guide 5/7/2018 5/1/2018 9/7/2018 $40,000.00 $40,000.00 Denied

Grant No Bloomberg Philanthropies Margaret 

Wuerstle

Bloomburg - City of Bonita 

Springs Mitigation

10/20/2017 10/19/2017 $1,000,000.00 $60,000.00 Denied

Grant No SWFL Community 

Foundation

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Community Impact Grants - 

MLK Corridor

11/3/2017 11/2/2017 $50,000.00 Denied

Grant No DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Jennifer 

Pellechio

Economic Opportunity Map 4/27/2016 6/28/2016 $40,000.00 Denied

Grant DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Florida Ocean Alliance 5/2/2016 6/28/2016 $28,000.00 Denied

Grant No DEO - FL Dept. of Economic 

Opportunity

Margaret 

Wuerstle

Clewiston Downtown District 

Facade Program

5/2/2016 6/28/2016 $30,000.00 Denied

Grant No AETNA Jason Stoltzfus Cultivating Healthy 

Communities

4/15/2016 4/13/2016 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 Denied

Grant No EPA - US Environmental 

Protection Agency

Jason Stoltzfus 2016 Brownfield Assessment 12/18/2015 $280,000.00 $46,900.00 Denied
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