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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you hear “FRCA” you may not recognize that as the Florida Regional Councils Association. But when you think of “local knowledge, regional solutions, and statewide impact”, we hope our regional planning councils come to mind.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida Regional Councils Association is an alliance of Florida’s 10 Regional Planning Councils (RPCs) and serves to enhance regional prosperity throughout the state. RPCs are multi-purpose entities that partner with local governments, as well as state and federal agencies, to solve problems at the regional level and help communities grow.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FRCA organization through the 10 regional planning councils leverages their resources and expertise, both independently and together, to help communities address challenges and make the most of opportunities.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The FRCA is governed by a Policy Board that meets to discuss issues affecting Florida’s RPCs. Each RPC selects from its membership two elected oﬃcials and one governor’s appointee to serve on the FRCA Policy Board.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
From 2005 to 2015 the RPCs have had significant statewide impact. Through the RPCs the U.S. EDA invested $74.9 million in 39 projects that resulted in 5,600 jobs created and over 10,000 jobs retained. The RPCs have contributed $42 million via loan funds that helped to grow and retain Florida businesses and jobs. We have trained 38,000 first responders and other emergency management personnel. And the RPCs have reviewed over 12,600 projects under the federal consistency review program equaling hundreds of millions of investment dollars. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The efforts of Florida’s Regional Planning Councils are all focused around five primary areas: Economic Development; Transportation; Emergency Preparedness; Quality of Life; and they serve as regional conveners.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
All 10 regional planning councils are designated as Economic Development Districts by the U.S. Economic Development Administration. In that role working with private and public sector partners, they develop and track a five year Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy, known as CEDS.

RPCs complete regional economic impact analysis using the nationally recognized REMI software, facilitate post disaster redevelopment planning, and administer revolving loan funds for small business and brownfields redevelopment.





Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transportation is an integral part of the work of the RPCs. Many RPCs serve as the Designated Official Planning Agency for the Disadvantaged Transportation Programs. Several RPCs serve as staff to their local Metropolitan or Transportation Planning Organizations, known as MPOs or TPOs. Planning services of the RPCs also include Compete Streets, Safe Routes to Schools, and Greenways and Trails planning.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the critically important focus areas of the RPCs is emergency preparedness. As partners and staff to Local Emergency Planning Committees (or LEPCs) they support first responders. Looking at hazardous materials and security threats, the RPCs organize, plan, conduct exercises, and then prepare post exercise reports.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The RPCs improve the quality of life in Florida through a variety of services provided to local governments and programs operated through state and federal grant funding. Through visioning and community planning efforts the RPCs assist local communities as they set goals to implement an economic vision and strategy. Brownfields programs across the state provide resources that clean up abandoned or underused commercial and industrial sites resulting in new economic development activities and a cleaner environment. And many RPCs also provide other services that enhance the quality of life such as GIS mapping and affordable housing initiatives.  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
RPCs serve as regional conveners. They lead county and regional vision efforts, engage the public in a variety of plans and programs, and maintain Strategic Regional Policy Plans. Issues of regional impact are reviewed and RPCs provide a platform for neighboring communities to resolve differences on issues of concern.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Working together, RPCs conduct cooperative statewide projects such as the award winning statewide Regional Evacuation Studies, the Energy Assurance Study, and Broadband planning.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Florida regional planning councils have won awards both statewide and nationally for individual and collaborative projects. They have won recognition for projects from the American Planning Association (APA), the National Association of Development Organizations (NADO), the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC), the Florida Planning and Zoning Association (FPZA), and others.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
FRCA partners with businesses, government associations, and statewide agencies to develop collaborative projects and positions.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Florida’s ten regional planning councils perform similar work across the state but they also support many local and regional interest programs and projects. We want to highlight a few of those efforts from each of our RPCs.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Apalachee Regional Planning Council has a revolving loan program that has created over 400 private sector small business jobs. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ARPC also coordinates more than 50 licensed medical volunteers in its Medical Reserves Corps to serve during disasters and public health activities.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Central Florida Regional Planning Council has conducted an award winning Areawide Planning Brownfields study supporting community engagement and private investment.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CFRPC has been partners with the Avon Park Air Force Range and the Department of Defense to prepare and implement a Joint Land Use Study to protect the military mission.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The East Central Florida RPC has created data and models to assist with decision making related to Sea-level rise, to water quality in the Indian River Lagoon, and to Safe Routes to Schools 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ECFRPC managed a HUD Sustainable Communities Grant which supported design of transit oriented development around SunRail station locations.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The North Central Florida RPC provided staff services to The Original Florida Tourism Task Force to promote the region for nature, culture, and heritage-based tourism.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
NCFRPC serves as the staff of the Metropolitan Transportation Planning Organization for the Gainesville Urbanized Area, supporting multi-modal transportation planning.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Northeast Florida Regional Council supports the P2R2 program which addresses the “business case” for resiliency and sea-level rise.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2007 over 200 graduates have learned about issues in the seven-county region through the Regional Leadership Academy conducted by the NFRC.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
South Florida Regional Council administers small business loans statewide in partnership with the Urban League.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The SFRC also administers a grant to develop new techniques to forecast  and prepare for coastal flooding and sea level rise throughout Florida.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Southwest Florida RPC map Existing Assets, develop a Regional Strategy for Enhancing Public Art and Cultural Venues, and publish Southwest Florida’s Public Art and Cultural Venues Tour Guide as a computer application.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
SWFRPC has also developed an original model for calculating the Total Ecosystem Value in southwest Florida.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council developed atlas, branding and design overlay for the Coast to Coast trail from Titusville to St. Petersburg in partnership with the East Central Florida RPC.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Energy Summit hosted by the TBRPC offered an Elected Officials Panel and engagement with major utilities and alternative energy.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council conducts complete street studies in partnership with local governments, MPOs, FDOT Districts, and the public on transforming state and local roads into top performers for safety, mobility, economic development and return on investment for all users.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The TCRPC developed a seven-county comprehensive plan and mapping of greenways, trails, bicycle facilities, and saltwater/freshwater paddling trails to improve the quality of life in their region.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
West Florida RPC sponsored a Brownfields Forum with over 70 attendees from local government, development companies, and engineering consultants.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
WFRPC provides staff services for three MPOs and annually sponsors a Transportation Symposium, providing updates on alternative fuels and energy, technology, and transportation and health.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Leveraging partnerships to build a strong economy and improve the lives of all Floridians is the Mission of the Florida Regional Councils Association.
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